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Resolutions are organized into 4 groups.

Group A: There are 16 resolutions that the Committee recommends be adopted.

Group B : There are 4 resolutions about which the Committee thought delegates
may wish to discuss.

Group C: There is 1 resolution that the Committee recommends be sent back to
the precinct for clarification or redrafting.

GUILFORD COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
Michele Smith

Everett B. Saslow, Jr.

Page 2 of 15



A. RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION BY THE GUILFORD
COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

GENERAL:

A.1l. Encouraging Engagement of Democrats at the Local Level
(Submitted by FEN2)

A.2. Condemning Party Switching by NC General Assembly Members
(Submitted by G13)

A.3. Proxies for NC State Legislators
(Submitted by H26)

EDUCATION:

A.4. Funding for Guilford County Public Schools
(Submitted by FEN2)

MEDICAID/HEALTH INSURANCE:

A.5. Medicaid Funding
(Submitted by FEN2)

A.6. Protecting Sound Healthcare Policy that Assures the Well-Being of
North Carolinians
(Submitted by G13)

A.7. Declaring that In-Network Benefit Provisions Should Be Applied for
Out-of-network Health Plan Services When In-network Services are Not
Available Within a Reasonable Time Frame
(Submitted by H02)

A.8. Latonya Reeves Freedom Act
(Submitted by H21)

CIVIL LIBERTIES:

A.9. Immigration and Due Process
(Submitted by FEN2)

A.10. A Resolution for Practicing the First Amendment
(Submitted by G42A)

FOREIGN POLICY:

A.1l. Renew the U.S. Refugee Resettlement Program
(Submitted by G18)

A.12. In Opposition to Russia’s Actions in Ukraine
(Submitted by H21)

ENVIRONMENT:
A.13. Commitment to Advancing Environmental Justice Through the Full
Remediation of Bingham Park, Greensboro NC and Underserved

Communities Nationwide
(Submitted by G71)
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HOUSING/ZONING
A.14. Resolution for Achieving Equitable Housing Development and Zoning

Regulations to Help Prevent Overcrowding Issues at Public Schools
(Submitted by SF4)

A.15. Resolution in Support of Protecting Municipal Integrity and Promoting
Local Oversight of De-Annexation Proposals
(Submitted by SF4)

JAIL FEES

A.16. A Resolution to End Jail Fees for Periods of Detention
(Submitted by JAM1)

B. RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION BY THE
GUILFORD COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

LABOR/CHILD PROTECTION:
B.1. Anti Wage Theft
(Submitted by H21)

B.2. Anti-Child-Labor
(Submitted by H21)

B.3. Minimum Age to Marry
(Submitted by H21)

ZONING/HOUSING

B.4. YIMBY (Yes In My Back Yard)
(Submitted by H21)

C. RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED TO BE SENT BACK TO THE PRECINCT FOR
CLARIFICATION OR REDRAFTING

HOUSING/ZONING:
C.1. Environmental Rights Achieve Equal Standing for Governmental

Decision Making
(Submitted by JAM 2)
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A. RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION BY THE
GUILFORD COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLUTIONS
COMMITTEE

GENERAL:

A.1l. Encouraging Engagement of Democrats at the Local Level
(Submitted by FEN2)

Whereas, all Politics are local; and

Whereas, effective organizations require local engagement; and

Whereas, local government actions impact the lives of our communities; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP encourages more Democrats to engage with local organizations by

familiarizing themselves with, and attending meetings of, local government entities such as the County
Board of Commissioners, the City and County Planning Boards, and the School Board.

A.2. Condemning Party Switching by NC General Assembly Members
(Submitted by G13)

Whereas, it is a vital part of the upholding of free and fair elections that candidates should be open and
honest with voters about how they will represent their interests; and

Whereas, a candidate’s party affiliation has a dramatic impact on how they will vote on the issues
affecting their constituents; and

Whereas, the actions of Rep. Tricia Cotham to change her political party affiliation from Democrat to
Republican delivered a supermajority in the North Carolina House of Representatives to the NCRP and
caused irreparable harm to the voters of North Carolina; and

Whereas, the people of North Carolina have a right to a means of redress for such actions by faithless
elected officials; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP supports a NC Constitutional Amendment to trigger an immediate

recall election whenever a Member of the General Assembly shall switch parties from the one under
which their constituents voted for them in good faith.

A.3. Proxies for NC State Legislators
(Submitted by H26)

Whereas, State Legislators may have family emergencies or health concerns; and
Whereas State Legislators have missed votes on very important issues that affect their constituents; and

Whereas, the GCDP allows proxies during our State Executive Committee meetings; and
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Whereas, constituents of Legislators have no voice of representation when their legislator is absent from a
session of voting on Bills that affect constituents; and

Whereas, our NC State Legislators have very important votes to make on Bills that affect the whole state:
therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges its state legislators to support legislation that gives its
legislators the right to have a proxy during sessions that include voting on Bills.

EDUCATION:

A.4. Funding for Guilford County Public Schools
(Submitted by FEN2)

Whereas, Article I, Section 15 of the North Carolina Constitution declares “The people have a right to the
privilege of education, and it is the duty of the State to guard and maintain that right”; and

Whereas, Article 1X, Section 2 of the North Carolina Constitution declares that “The General Assembly
shall provide by taxation and otherwise for a general and uniform system of free public schools...wherein
equal opportunities shall be provided for all students” and that “[t]he governing boards of units of local
government with financial responsibility for public education may use local revenues to add to or
supplement any public school or post-secondary school program”; and

Whereas, the goal of the current administration in Washington is to disrupt and/or dismantle the U.S.
Department of Education in ways that will negatively impact public education in North Carolina; and

Whereas, the federal administration’s changes to the U.S. Department of Education will undermine the
State of North Carolina’s ability to fulfill its constitutional obligations to provide a general and uniform
system of free public education for all; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP encourages the North Carolina General Assembly to increase the
State’s funding for public education in accordance with the North Carolina Constitution.

MEDICAID/HEALTH INSURANCE:

A.5. Medicaid Funding
(Submitted by FEN2)

Whereas, as of April 9, 2025, 650,179 people in North Carolina depend on Medicaid for access to
affordable health care; and

Whereas, the goal of the current federal administration is to defund Medicaid; and

Whereas, any reduction of federal funding for Medicaid will end some North Carolinian’s access to
affordable healthcare; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP encourages the North Carolina General Assembly to increase the
State’s funding for Medicaid Expansion.

A.6. Protecting Sound Healthcare Policy that Assures the Well-Being of
North Carolinians
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(Submitted by G13)

Whereas, the U.S. Constitution implicitly encompasses public health responsibilities by insuring health
and safety protections for all Americans; and

Whereas, the role of officials in federal and state departments of health is to promote and disseminate
accurate and timely information regarding health and public safety; and

Whereas, North Carolina General Statutes (G.S. 130A-152(a)) require live-saving immunizations for
every child, with few exceptions, by mandating immunization as required by the North Carolina
Commission for Public Health before a child is allowed entry into a school (public, private and/or
religious) or child care facility; and

Whereas, more state legislatures in the US continue to loosen vaccine mandates of children and vaccine
recommendations of adults, scale back vaccine promotion efforts, and take other intentional measures to
lower vaccine rates, even as, for example, a major measles outbreak spreads in Texas; and

Whereas, nationwide, the number of parents claiming non-medical vaccination exemptions is rising; and

Whereas, the current federal head of the Department of Health and Human Services, even as his own
family is vaccinated, publicly spreads false antivaccine and other health-related propaganda harmful to
the lives of all US citizens; and

Whereas, Medicare and Medicaid, social programs under attack by the federal government, subsidize
payment of vaccinations and/or provide general healthcare for thousands of North Carolinians; and

Whereas, the current US President and the Republican majority in Congress are aggressively enacting
Project 2025 plans to erode and dismantle life-saving institutions including the CDC, FDA, NHI, and
HHS, and continue to enact measures that clearly violate Constitutional norms; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges the North Carolina General Assembly to respect and protect the
expert leadership and guidance of the newly-appointed top NCHHS official, Dr. Devdutta Sangvai; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges the North Carolina General Assembly to champion
rigorous healthcare policies that stop the preventable spread of diseases, and to continue to support those
high standards even if federal standards and guidelines are reduced or eliminated, to the detriment of
American citizens.

A.7. Declaring that In-Network Benefit Provisions Should Be Applied for
Out-of-network Health Plan Services When In-network Services are Not

Available Within a Reasonable Time Frame
(Submitted by H02)

Whereas, there is a significant shortage of available in-network providers (especially primary
care, mental health, substance abuse treatment, cardiac care, and dermatology, to name a few) in certain
specialties in many health plans in certain areas of North Carolina; and

Whereas, plan members are too frequently forced to wait an unacceptable and unhealthy amount of time
or to travel long distances for medically necessary out-patient and in-patient in-network treatment;
therefore

Page 7 of 15


https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_130A/GS_130A-152.html

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges that our elected representatives work to require all health plans,
including all Employer sponsored plans, ACA plans, HMOs, EPOs, PPOs, Medicare Supplement Plans,
Medicare Advantage Plans, and Medicaid Plans that are operating within North Carolina be required to
cover out-of-network, both inpatient and outpatient, services otherwise covered by the plan on an in-
network basis if the plan member cannot obtain adequate medical treatment within a reasonable distance
from his home and within a reasonable time frame as determined by a medical board created for this
purpose and/or by AMA Specialty Boards for the particular treatment required.

A.8. Latonya Reeves Freedom Act
(Submitted by H21)

Whereas, disabled people have the right to live in their own communities rather than nursing homes; and
Whereas, nursing homes are hotbeds of abuse, including sexual abuse; and

Whereas, many of the people who died in nursing homes during the COVID-19 pandemic could have
been saved had the Olmstead decision been vigorously enforced; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urge its elected officials in Congress to support passage of the
Latonya Reeves Freedom Act and to support all other measures available to end Medicaid's and private
insurer's bias toward putting disabled people in nursing homes.

CIVIL LIBERTIES:

A.9. Immigration and Due Process
(Submitted by FEN2)

Whereas, Article I, Section 18 of the North Carolina Constitution declares that, “every person for an
injury done him in his lands, goods, person, or reputation shall have remedy by due course of law; and
right and justice shall be administered without favor, denial, or delay”; and

Whereas, the current federal administration is incarcerating and/or deporting not only undocumented
immigrants but foreign nationals, asylum seeking refugees, valid green card holders with callous
disregard for Due Process, and

Whereas, the federal administration demands local law enforcement to cooperate with federal
immigration authorities by entering churches, schools and private homes to remove alleged
undocumented immigrants without Due Process; and

Whereas, the current federal administration’s demand for local law enforcement to comply with its
mandate is in direct conflict with Article I, Section 18 of the North Carolina Constitution’s guarantee of
Due Process; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP encourages North Carolina law enforcement authorities to not comply

with the unconstitutional practice of detaining alleged undocumented immigrants without affording them
the protections of Due Process of law.

A.10. A Resolution for Practicing the First Amendment
(Submitted by G42A)
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Whereas, current actions by the U.S. government have abused our Constitutionally protected right to free
speech; and

Whereas, such abuse has led to arrests without charges, abductions, detentions, and threats of deportation
of residents of the U.S.; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges all Democrats to advocate in the strongest possible terms for
not criminalizing free speech and for ceasing to abuse the rights of those who practice it; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that that the GCDP urges all Democrats to oppose in the strongest
possible ways the abuse of our First Amendment’s protections of free speech and the current

administration’s criminalizing, arresting, and abusing those individuals whose practice of free speech
opposes the ideology of administration.

FOREIGN POLICY:

A.1l. Renew the U.S. Refugee Resettlement Program
G18

Whereas, Congress has allocated funds and approved refugee resettlement; and

Whereas, Congress has created bi-partisan legislation for refugee and immigrant settlement in the US;
therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, the GCDP urges its senators and representatives in Congress to assure that funds
already allocated for previously approved refugee resettlement be renewed; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the GCDP urges its senators and representatives in Congress to pass bi-
partisan legislation that creates pathways for immigrants and refugees to live safely in the United States.

A.12. In Opposition to Russia’s Actions in Ukraine
(Submitted by H21)

Whereas, Russia illegally seized territory in Ukraine; and

Whereas, Russia is committing genocide in Ukraine by kidnapping Ukrainian children; and

Whereas, Russia has committed multiple war crimes in Ukraine, Georgia, and other regions;
Whereas, Russia has spent decades bankrolling state sponsors of terror like Iran; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges its elected officials in Congress to cease any attempts to ally

with Russia and to support Ukraine, until such time as Russia leaves Ukraine and stops helping nations
like Iran.

ENVIRONMENT:
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A.13. Commitment to Advancing Environmental Justice Through the Full
Remediation of Bingham Park, Greensboro NC and Underserved

Communities Nationwide
(Submitted by G71)

Whereas, Environmental Justice is an essential principle that demands all communities, notwithstanding
socioeconomic status or historical disadvantage, have access to clean air, water and land; and

Whereas, Bingham Park in Greensboro, North Carolina, is one of over seven hundred (700) pre-
regulatory landfill sites in the State; and

Whereas, the community surrounding Bingham Park has faced significant environmental challenges due
to historical contamination, including, but not limited to, heavy metals, lead and other hazardous
chemicals; and

Whereas, this community has been neglected and underfunded, with lack of access to green spaces and
environmental degradation, posing risks to both ecological and community health; and

Whereas, present remediation efforts in the State are not adequately addressing such contamination,
leaving parks, such as Bingham Park, unsuitable for public use and perpetuating environmental injustice
for the surrounding community; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Democratic Party affirms its commitment to Environmental Justice by
prioritizing the full remediation of Bingham Park as a precedent for addressing environmental inequities
in underserved and historically marginalized communities in the State of North Carolina; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Democratic Party will engage with local communities to
guarantee their voices are fundamental in the planning and execution of remediation projects, encouraging
trust and accountability; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Democratic Party advocates increased funding, comprehensive
remediation strategies, and stronger policies to ensure the restoration of Bingham Park and the other
seven hundred pre-regulatory landfill sites across the State; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the successful full remediation of Bingham Park in Greensboro,
North Carolina, shall serve as a precedent, demonstrating the necessity of addressing Environmental
Justice challenges with urgency, accountability and a commitment to creating safe and sustainable public
spaces for all of North Carolina.

A.14. Resolution for Achieving Equitable Housing Development and Zoning

Regulations to Help Prevent Overcrowding Issues at Public Schools
(Submitted by SF4)

Whereas, the constitution of North Carolina entitles students to a sound basic education; and

Whereas, the equitable provision of affordable housing is a fundamental right and essential to the well-
being of residents; and
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Whereas, housing and zoning regulations can have a significant impact on the quality of life of residents
and the health of their communities, including overcrowding at public schools; and

Whereas, overcrowding in public schools is detrimental to the academic achievement of students, and it is
the responsibility of elected officials to implement policies that ensure equitable and sustainable housing
development; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges its elected officials, community organizations, and developers
to:

1. Prioritize and create incentives for developers who produce or preserve a balanced stock of
affordable housing and mixed-income communities;

2. Monitor and evaluate the impact of new housing developments on public school capacity;

3. Work with the Department of Public Instruction or local Boards of Education to develop plans
to prevent overcrowding at public schools, including projections for future student populations;
4. Encourage public and private investment in underserved communities to promote economic
development, job growth, and the availability of affordable housing; and

5. Engage with the community to educate people about the importance of equitable and
sustainable housing development and how it relates to overcrowding at public schools.

A.15. Resolution in Support of Protecting Municipal Integrity and Promoting

Local Oversight of De-Annexation Proposals
(Submitted by SF4)

Whereas, municipalities in North Carolina are chartered by the state to provide essential services, land use
planning, and governance responsive to the needs of their residents; and

Whereas, recent efforts to de-annex significant portions of municipal land have bypassed the standard
zoning and land-use processes that ensure public input, transparency, and local accountability; and

Whereas, the de-annexation of land comprising five percent (5%) or more of a town’s landmass
(excluding bodies of water) can have far-reaching impacts on a community’s infrastructure, financial
stability, and development planning; and

Whereas, such large-scale de-annexations often confer concentrated benefits to a single developer or
landholder—such as regulatory relief or tax advantages—while imposing dispersed costs on the broader
community, including lost tax revenue, diminished service coverage, and fragmented growth planning;
and

Whereas, the interests of municipalities and their residents are best safeguarded when decisions of this
magnitude are made locally, through transparent public processes and with the approval of elected local
officials; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges the North Carolina General Assembly to enact legislation that
prohibits the de-annexation of any land area equal to or exceeding five percent (5%) of a municipality’s
landmass (excluding bodies of water) without the approval of a majority of the local town council and
adherence to the standard zoning and planning procedures as defined by North Carolina law; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the GCDP affirms the principle that local communities must retain
the authority to manage their own land use decisions, and that attempts to circumvent these processes
through legislative de-annexation undermines democratic governance, local autonomy, and equitable
growth.

JAIL FEES

A.16. A Resolution to End Jail Fees for Periods of Detention
(Submitted by JAM1)

Whereas, in the State of North Carolina the court system penalizes the underserved, disadvantaged and
poverty-stricken citizen with excessive court costs and fees; and

Whereas, fees are further assessed against individuals who are detained in jail pending a judicial hearing
and/or who have been sentenced to probation with an active term of incarceration; and

Whereas, such fees are excessive as imposed against defendants who are economically disenfranchised
and typically considered indigent; and

Whereas, citizens who are detained in legal custody for acts deemed as violations against civil, state or
federal laws should not be required to pay a financial penalty merely for being detained in said custody;
and

Whereas, detention centers are thus operating as a kind of debtors’ prison, a form of social penance found
to be unjust and discontinued at the federal level in 1833; and

Whereas, when a defendant is determined to be financially unable to pay jail fees, the court
indiscriminately transfers the fees to a civil judgment; and

Whereas, when jail fees are transferred to a civil judgment the defendant is placed in a double-jeopardy
situation, subject to the collateral consequence of having their credit score negatively affected and so lose
out on opportunities to qualify for financial assistance for student loans, car loans, apartment rental
approvals, mortgage loans, etc.; and

Whereas, when citizens are hindered from improving their social-economic situation as a result of such a
double-jeopardy situation the citizen, family, and entire community suffer by way of increased taxes to
pay for an increasingly overburdened social service safety net; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges its state legislators to support the elimination of statutory
guidelines governing the imposition of jail fees against defendants who are found criminally liable; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the GCDP supports the elimination of the judicial practice of
charging defendants jail fees for periods of detention.

B. _.RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR DISCUSSION BY THE
GUILFORD COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLUTIONS
COMMITTEE

LABOR/CHILD PROTECTION:
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B.1. Anti Wage Theft
(Submitted by H21)

Whereas, wage theft is the most common type of theft in the country, surpassing shoplifting and burglary;
and

Whereas, the most common approach of civil suits and fines are ineffective at preventing wage theft; and
Whereas, many of the victims of wage theft don't have the resources to prosecute civil suits; and

Whereas, if the only punishment for breaking the law is a fine, the law only exists for the lower class;
therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges the North Carolina General Assembly to make wage theft a

crime, punishable by mandatory incarceration for the first offense and permanent revocation of the right
to operate or manage any kind of business in the state of North Carolina.

B.2. Anti-Child-Labor
(Submitted by H21)

Whereas, illegal child labor is exploitative and dangerous; and

Whereas, the most common approach of civil suits and fines are ineffective at preventing illegal child
labor; and

Whereas, many of the victims of child labor don't have the resources to prosecute civil suits; and

Whereas, if the only punishment for breaking the law is a fine, the law only exists for the lower class;
therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges the North Carolina General Assembly to make child labor law

violations a crime, punishable by mandatory incarceration for the first offense and permanent revocation
of the right to operate or manage any kind of business in the state of North Carolina.

B.3. Minimum Age to Marry
(Submitted by H21)

Whereas, child marriage is a barbaric practice that should not be tolerated; and
Whereas, the victims of child marriage are often forced to marry men much older than they are; and
Whereas, the victims of child marriage are often physically and sexually abused; and

Whereas, victims of child marriage are typically forced into these marriages against their will largely for
the benefit of the adults around them; and

Whereas, people having friends of friends who had a good child marriage is not a valid defense for child
marriage as some in the NC Legislature seem to believe; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urge the General Assembly to support legislation to raise the
minimum age of marriage to 18 in all circumstances, regardless of religious or cultural practices, and that
any group trying to facilitate child marriages, whether religious or secular, should be treated as a sex
trafficking operation and dealt with as such.

B.4. YIMBY (Yes In My Back Yard)
(Submitted by H21)

Whereas, we have a major housing crisis that is harming the economic prospects of everyone; and
Whereas, this housing crisis is a major factor in inflation; and

Whereas, people use overly-restrictive zoning boards to restrict the building of housing to create an
artificial scarcity to inflate their own property values creating today's housing crisis; and

Whereas, it is not the role of the government to keep people's property values artificially inflated at the
expense of the rest of the community; and

Whereas, it is not sustainable to keep building outward due to environmental destruction and property use
conflicts, when outward developments get close to rural communities; and

Whereas, loosening zoning codes has resulted in lower rents and lower rates of homelessness in places
that have done so; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges that local governmental officials work to limit the authority of
local zoning boards to restrict the building of housing to the following areas: Whether or not the property
was obtained legally, whether or not the building is safe for the inhabitants and the people around the
building (including environmental contamination concerns), and whether or not the builder has a history
of maintaining safe properties.

C. RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED TO BE SENT BACK TO THE PRECINCT FOR
CLARIFICATION OR REDRAFTING

HOUSING/ZONING:
C.1. Environmental Rights Achieve Equal Standing for Governmental

Decision Making
(Submitted by JAM 2)

Whereas, all people and life forms require a healthy, robust, and balanced environment to sustain health
and well-being; and

Whereas, local and state governments are empowered to make decisions that critically impact the current
and future outcomes of quality of our air, water delivery systems, rivers, forests, wetlands, riparian areas,
human health, and building practices; and

Whereas, descriptions of economic development favor emphasis on human-centered activities,

traditionally narrowed concepts of human prosperity, and weak descriptions and considerations of
nature’s life-supporting relevance via networked ecosystems of life; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the GCDP urges local and state governments in their deliberations and policies
regarding Economic Development, Infrastructure, Public Investment and Maintenance, and Health and
Human Services to recognize and protect and give equal standing to:

1) The regenerative life-supporting roles of Natural Environments, Biodiversity, and Nature’s
Sustainable Practices which support overall quality of life;

2) The rights of balanced ecosystems to naturally exist, flourish, regenerate, and evolve;

3) The right to full restoration, recovery, and preservation;

4) The right to abundant, pure, clean, unpolluted water and air;

5) The right to a healthy and balanced natural, biodiverse environment;

6) The right to carry on all natural functions of a healthy ecosystem; and

7) The right to be free of activities, practices, and any other manmade obstructions that interfere
with or infringe upon the rights set forth here.
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