
DECLARED CANDIDATES FOR NCDP STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (SEC) 

2025-2027 TERM 

(As of 4-25-25) 

 

Joseph Alston 

My name is Joseph Alston, former Chair of the GCDP, former 2nd Vice,  former member of 

SEC, a former delegate to the DNC, a continuous organizing officer in precinct H20B and a 

graduate of the Institute of Political Leadership. I am the first African American and High Pointer 

elected to the seat of GCDP Chair. I relocated headquarters to its current location where we 

hosted many of the NCDP state meetings. I brought a sense of unity to the county party making 

all feel welcome and at home, increasing participation from all segments of the Guilford County 

community.   

 

Margaret Arbuckle 

I would like to continue serving on the State Executive Committee.  Having been a lifelong 

active Democrat, a former elected official serving on the Board of County Commissioners, a 

precinct chair (G18) for a number of years, hosted candidate events in my home and attended 

numerous events, serving on the SEC has provided opportunity to support our Council of State 

candidates and participate in their successes and  guide them in designing the future for our great 

State.  I have been an active and responsible member representing Guilford County and it would 

be an honor to continue in this important role. 

 

Binaya Aryal 

Hello All, My name is Binaya Aryal from High Point. I am running for SEC Member again this 

year. I am dedicated to the democratic party's values and objectives. I have an interest in the job, 

and looking for your kind support for the SEC position again. Thank you. 

 

Tyler Beall 

I'm seeking re-election to the SEC with deep roots in this work: former 1st Vice Chair of GCDP, 

past SEC member, LGBTQ+ Democrats of NC State President, Regional Organizer for the 

Harris/Walz team, and a 2024 elected DNC delegate. I bring strategic vision, organizing 

experience, and a commitment to intersectional justice. My focus is on building coalitions, 

amplifying marginalized voices, and crafting messages that move people and win elections. 

North Carolina is at a tipping point—and I'm ready to continue fighting for bold, people-powered 

change at every level of our party. 

 

Justin Cundall 

Hello! My name is Justin Cundall and I am the current First Vice-Chair of the GCDP and looking 

for your support to return to my position! Many of you know me but if you don’t it is great to 

meet you! I have volunteered with the GCDP since I was 17, knocking on doors for people like 

Senator Michael Garrett. That experience inspired me to continue working in our community to 

elect Democrats. I  served as the Regional Organizing Director for the NC Democratic Party here 

in Guilford in both 2022 and 2024 and have worked on numerous campaigns in-between. 

 

 

 



Nagla Elruffai 

My name is Nagla Elruffai, and I'm honored to announce my candidacy for re-election to the 

SEC. For the past four years, I've proudly served on this committee, attending every meeting and 

working to ensure your voice is represented. I currently serve as Vice-Chair of the G36 Precinct 

and have been a dedicated Democratic Party member and supporter for many years. I'm 

committed to building a stronger, fairer North Carolina and tackling the challenges facing our 

communities. With your support, I'll continue working for progress and positive change. Let's 

create a better future — vote Nagla Elruffai for SEC! 

 

Brandon Gray-Hill 

Commissioner Brandon Gray-Hill is running for re-election to the SEC. He is a Guilford County 

Commissioner for District 6, a 2024 DNC At-Large Delegate, and a former GCDP First Vice 

Chair. He is seeking to continue representing Guilford County on the SEC. 

 

Ed Keohohou 

Hi! It's just me. Ed Keohohou. Asking for your kind consideration to serve the GCDP at the 

NCDP State Executive Committee for another term. Guilford County has grown significantly in 

this decade. With many diverse ethnic cultures. Seeking democracy as we have known it to be. 

To reach out to everyone to be a part of the democratic process many have fought and died 

for. Our democracy, in these trying times of socioeconomic delusional structuring, 

constitutional upheaval, healthcare demise, and unequal justice under the law hinders our human 

and civil rights. Let's share dialogue with thought, rather than by pulpit bullying. Aloha 

e`pumehana 

 

Jane Kraemer 

I, Jane Kraemer, would like to remain on the SEC and become more active in the group. I have 

been an active member of the GCDP for 10 years. I have been the precinct chair of H02 since 

2021. Together Vice Chair Colleen Allen and I have tripled precinct membership. I have 

canvassed extensively, electioneered, been a poll judge, phone banked, written over 1,000 

postcards, placed signs, organized precincts, protested, publicized many events, cured ballots, 

written many letters to newspapers, baked cookies and much more for the GCDP. Please vote for 

me. 

 

Tobias LaGrone 

Dr. Tobias LaGrone is a lifelong Democrat, as a licensed therapist and executive leader, he serves 

as a reconciling voice between progressive advocates and faith-based traditionalists. He serves as 

a bridge builder, community leader, and public policy advisor to stakeholders and decision makers 

throughout the country. He continues to advocate for greater resources in underserved communities 

to address generation trauma caused by poverty and various social determinants of health. He also 

serves as NCDHHS DMHSUS Community Outreach & Faith-based Coordinator, connecting 

underserved communities to needed resources to help people live and thrive. He is seeking re-

election to the SEC. 

 

Pam Leak 

 

Gloria Phoenix 



 

 

Jennifer Reall 

My name is Jennifer Reall and I’m running for re-election to the SEC. For the past four years, I 

have represented Guilford County, helping to make decisions that impact Democrats statewide. I 

take this job seriously and as such, have participated in the SEC working group that plans and 

implements improvements to the SEC meetings. I have been a precinct officer, poll greeter, poll 

observer, and a member of several caucuses. I am the Postcard Group Lead for Indivisible 

Guilford County. In 2024, 200+ writers wrote 20,000+ postcards. I would greatly appreciate your 

vote for another term on the SEC. 

 

Bernita Sims 

I am Bernita Sims, H10 precinct chair.  I have served in several capacities with the democratic 

party at the local, county and state level, as 12th Congressional District Chair, SEC member, State 

Executive Council, and Chair of the Delegate Selection Committee for the 2012 Democratic 

Convention.  I also engage in GOTV efforts on behalf of the party. I am a native High Pointer 

having served on the High Point City Council and as Mayor. I have a long history of service to 

this community and currently work to facilitate services to the “least of these” in our 

communities. 

 

Cheryl Sims 

Cheryl A. Sims, a lifelong Democrat and resident of Greensboro for 6 years, currently serves as 

2nd Vice Chair and on the Service to Others Committee of the Guilford County Democratic 

Party. Cheryl is now a candidate for Greensboro Vice Chair. Her goal is to engage precincts and 

voters in the Democratic process which will help Greensboro precincts organized and aware of 

what is happening in Guilford County and the State of North Carolina. “Service is the rent we 

pay for the privilege of being” - Marian Wright Edelman. 

 

Mitzi Turner 

My name is Mitzi Turner, a resident of High Point. I am the Chair of H29A and past Vice Chair 

of High Point. Currently, I chair the Voter Registration and Service to Others Team. This position 

calls for someone with the ability to lead and train in various areas of the political spectrum. I 

believe I am this person. I have held numerous trainings, not only for our GCDP family, but for 

the public and community leaders. We must motivate voters and non-voters through knowledge 

and an understanding of the process. 

 

Saletta Ureña  

"Life's most persistent and urgent question is: What are you doing for others?" 

- Martin Luther King Jr. 

My name is Saletta Ureña, and I ask for your vote to represent Guilford County on the NCDP 

State Executive Committee. A proud Greensboro native, and dedicated Democrat, I previously 

served in this role with impeccable attendance and active engagement in meetings. My 

leadership as Precinct G07 Chair and experience as a convention delegate reflect a deep 

understanding of Robert's Rules and commitment to effective, inclusive governance.   

Passionate for communication and advocacy; it would be an honor to continue serving and 

strengthening our party together. 



 

 

Don Vaughan 

Don Vaughan has served the Guilford County Democratic Party and State Party since he was 18. 

He has been Democrat of the Year, Vice-Chairman, Treasurer, and a member of the State 

Executive Committee.  He was President of Young Democrats, and a delegate to many national 

conventions, and a precinct officer. Don was elected to seven terms on the Greensboro City 

Council, two as Mayor Pro Tem.  He was elected to two terms in the North Carolina Senate and 

was a Deputy Leader in the Senate.  He was Chairman of the Guilford County Delegation to the 

General Assembly. 

 

Zack Wiggins 

My name is Zack, and I'm a soon-to-be UNCG nursing school graduate with a deep commitment 

to equitable healthcare access and reproductive rights. I've been involved with UNCG College 

Democrats and the LGBTQ+ Democrats of Guilford County in the past, and I will always 

advocate for inclusive, progressive policies that uplift all communities. I believe in a Democratic 

Party that fights for the values we care about. As a candidate for SEC, I'm eager to empower 

younger voices and help shape the future of our Party. 

 

 


